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CITY

CM leads Yamuna cleanup drive at 70 ghats

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
M New Delhi

Delhi Chief Minister Rekha
Gupta, along with her Cabinet
colleagues, participated in a
cleanliness drive at Hathi
Ghat near ITO on Sunday
under the ‘Chalo Yamuna
Abhiyan’, urging residents to
stop dumping plastic, reli-
gious offerings and other
waste along the riverbank.

The chief minister picked
up garbage from the river-
bank alongside youths,
members of social organisa-
tions and local residents. The
campaign was organised at
70 locations across the
national Capital, with thou-
sands of residents, students,
Resident Welfare
Associations (RWAs), and
social organisations joining
the initiative.

In a post on X, she said
thousands of Delhi residents
had come together to clean
70 Yamuna ghats across the
city, turning their devotion
to the river into an act of
service.During the drive, the
chief minister said she found
large quantities of broken

idols and other items used
in worship discarded along
the riverbank, along with
plastic waste.

“This is a joyful occasion
for all of us. When the ‘Chalo
Yamuna’ call was made

under the Yamuna
Cleanliness Campaign, thou-
sands of young people from
Delhi, along with thousands
of RWAs and other social
service organisations, par-
ticipated in it. Today, across
the entire stretch of the
Yamuna in Delhi, residents on
both banks are actively
engaged in the Yamuna

cleanliness campaign,” Rekha
Gupta said.

Emphasising the need for
public participation in main-
taining cleanliness, the Chief
Minister said people must
adopt responsible practices
in their everyday lives.

“I believe that cleanliness
is a way of life, and we all
need to incorporate it into
our daily lives. Today, as we
were cleaning the Yamuna, |
noticed that mostly clothes of
deities, broken idols, and
worship materials were lying
around. Tonnes of these
materials and remains are left

behind by people forimmer-
sion in the river, causing the
Yamuna to become increas-
ingly polluted,” she added.

The drive at Hathi Ghat
was attended by Delhi
Assembly Chief Whip and
MLA Abhay Verma, along with
youths, voluntary organisa-
tions and local citizens. BJP
leaders and workers, as well
as members of residents’
welfare associations, also
participated.

Delhi Assembly Speaker
Vijender Gupta alongwith
workers participated in the
campaign at Shyam Ghat 3.

PWD Minister Parvesh
Verma, along with Patparganj
MLA Ravinder Singh Negi and
BJP workers, also participat-
ed in the cleanliness drive
and inspected the river ghats
by boat.

Verma said the campaign
had drawn participation from
people across Delhi and
neighbouring areas, includ-
ing Noida, with children,
college students, NGOs and
RWAs joining voluntarily.

“All of Delhi has arrived.
Right now, I can see people
have even come from Noida.

There are the kids, college
students. Everyone is from
NGOs, all Resident Welfare
Associations (RWAs) are here.
I think lakhs of Delhi residents
have come here today and
are voluntarily participating
in the cleanup drive,” he said.

The minister said the initia-
tive was intended to comple-
ment the government’s infra-
structure-related efforts to
clean the river.

South Delhi MP Ramvir
Singh Bidhuri also visited the
DND-Chilla Yamuna Ghat in
East Delhi and participated in
the cleanliness drive.

Earlier, Delhi BJP president
Harsh Malhotra also participat-
ed in a cleanliness drive at a
Yamuna ghatand criticised the
previous Aam Aadmi Party
(AAP) government over its han-
dling of the river’s pollution.

Malhotra said the Rekha
Gupta-led government had
prepared a plan to clean the
33-km stretch of the Yamuna
flowing through Delhi. He
alleged that the previous
government, led by Arvind
Kejriwal, had politicised the
issue and failed to prepare a
concrete action plan.

Three relatives arrested in
Noida family death case

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
M Noida

The investigation into the
deaths of five members of a
family in Greater Noida in a
suspected poisoning has
taken a turn, with police
arresting three relatives of
the deceased man for
alleged abetment to suicide,
officials said on Sunday.

Two sisters and a brother-
in-law of the deceased man
were arrested based on a
complaint registered by a
relative, Rabupura Station
House Officer Sujeet
Upadhyay said.

According to police, the
deceased man, Mahesh (37),
recorded a voice note on his
mobile phone before his
death, allegedly holding the
three accused - his elder
sister Sunita (45), brother-in-
law  Shekhar alias
Chandrashekhar (50) and
younger sister Sapna (32) -
responsible for the deaths.

Preliminary information
gathered from neighbours
and relatives suggests Sunita

Deceased have been identified as Mahesh (37), his wife, Lalita,

(35) their

sons, Riyansh (3) and Sakshat (11) and their daughter Mishti (7)

allegedly influenced their
mother, Chandrawati, to
transfer in her name the
house where Mahesh lived
with their mother into her
name, police said.

Mahesh was reportedly
distressed after learning
about this, they added.

CCTV footage from the
area around the house did
not show any outsider enter-
ing the premises, police said.
Preliminary investigation
suggests a property
dispute may have led to

the incident, they said.

The post-mortems, which
were videographed, indicat-
ed signs of poisoning, follow-
ing which viscera samples
were sent for forensic analy-
sis. The exact cause of death
will be known once the
report is received, police said.

Mahesh, his wife Lalita
(35), their daughter Mishti (7),
and sons Sakshat (11) and
Riyansh (3) were found dead
on Saturday morning at their
home in Nagla Padam village
near Rabupura.

DME organises
Media Shift 2026

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
M New Dlehi

DME Media School organised
‘Media Shift 2026’ to discuss
technology, startups and the
future of media careers.

The seminar featured media
and communication experts
Darpan Sharma, Abhishek
Sharma, Megha Chaturvedi,
Manoj Mehra, Kuhu Setia and
Rohit Kumar.

Moderated by Dr Vishal
Sahai, the panel explored
artificial intelligence, story-
telling, filmmaking, original-
ity, entrepreneurship and
changing workplace expecta-
tions. Speakers highlighted
the importance of creativity,
adaptability and practical
skills for aspiring media
professionals.

Students interacted with
experts, gaining insights into
advertising, public relations,
digital content creation and
independent media careers.

Justice Bhanwar Singh,
Director General, and
Professor (Dr) Komal Vig,
Director, graced the occa-
sion. Dr Parul Mehra, Head,
DME Media School, felicitated
the speakers alongside senior
dignitaries.

Coordinated by Convenor
Dr. Vishal Sahai and Co-
Convenor Garima |ain, the
seminar reinforced DME’s
commitment to bridging
classroom learning and indus-
try expectations through pro-
fessional interactions, practi-
cal exposure, and discussions
on emerging opportunities
across the evolving
media landscape.

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
B New Delhi

A 34-year-old man was
allegedly murdered in north-
east Delhi’s Sonia Viharin a
conspiracy by a man who
wanted to marry his wife,
with police claiming that
the accused hired two
minors for 22 lakh to carry
out the killing.

Delhi Police has arrested
five men and apprehended
two minors in connection
with the murder of Manish
Yadav, who was shot dead
near 4.5 Pushta area on
October 13.

According to police, the
alleged conspiracy was
unearthed through the
analysis of CCTV footage,
technical evidence, finan-
cial transactions and
sustained interrogation.

According to investiga-
tors, the prime accused,
Umesh Maurya, was
acquainted with Yadav and
his wife. Maurya, who has a
strained marriage with a
divorce petition pending in
court, allegedly wanted to

eliminate Yadav to marry his
wife. Maurya, who works
as a supervisor in the
luggage department
through a private vendor
and has also worked as a
pizza delivery executive,
with the help of his associ-
ate Vivek Singh, allegedly
engaged the two minors to
execute the murder for
2 lakh, police said.

The other accused have
been identified as Anand,
Nitin alias Narender and
Bhim Singh, besides the two
minors, police said.

APCR call was received at
Sonia Vihar police station
around 9:10 pm on October
13 regarding a man being
shot at 4.5 Pushta area. A
police team reached the
spot and learnt that Yadav
had been taken to the
Sushruta Trauma Centre in
Civil Lines, where he
succumbed to his injuries.

During the initial inquiry,
the caller, Vivek Singh, told
police that two bike-borne
men had shot Yadav in
the head at close range,
they said.

™

A case under Sections
103(1) (murder) and 3(5)
(common intention) of the
Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita and
relevant provisions of the
Arms Act was registered.

During the investigation,
police found discrepancies in
Singh’s account, which led
them to scrutinise his role,
they said.

Police alleged that Maurya
had called Yadav to the spot
shortly before the shooting.
Investigators subsequently
uncovered an alleged con-
spiracy involving Maurya,
Singh, Anand and their asso-
ciates to eliminate Yadav.

According to the police,

L\

Maurya was an old acquain-
tance of Yadav and his wife.

Maurya’s marriage was
reportedly strained, and a
divorce petition was pending
in court. He allegedly wanted
to marry Yadav’s wife and
planned to eliminate him to
pursue the relationship,
police claimed.

Maurya and Singh alleged-
ly engaged the two minors to
carry out the killing for 32
lakh. They allegedly arranged
a pistol through Bhim Singh,
aresident of Jharoda Majra in
Burari, and procured car-
tridges from another person
in Usmanpur. A motorcycle
was also arranged through

an associate whose identity
is yet to be established,
police said.

Investigators further
alleged that Vivek retained
the weapon, ammunition and
motorcycle, while most pay-
ments linked to the arrange-
ments were made through
online transactions.

An earlier attempt to
execute the plan was
allegedly made on October
10, when Maurya went to
Rohini to bring Yadav to
Sonia Vihar, while one of
the minors waited near 4.5
Pushta area. The plan could
not be carried out as Yadav
declined to return home,
police said.

On the day of the murder,
Maurya allegedly contacted
Yadav to find out his where-
abouts and learnt that he had
gone to Noida with his sister
for her examination.

Maurya, Vivek and Anand
allegedly waited near 4.5
Pushta area, while the two
minors remained nearby on
a motorcycle. Anand was
tasked with alerting the
alleged shooters when

Yadav arrived, police said.

To bring Yadav outside his
residence, Maurya allegedly
asked him to return 21,000
and transferred 2100 to him
through UPI, requesting that
the amount be returned in
cash. When Yadav came
outside to hand over the
money, the two minors
allegedly shot him in the
temple, police said.

After the shooting, Maurya
allegedly helped Yadav
towards his residence, from
where neighbours took him
to the hospital. The motorcy-
cle was later abandoned in
the Yamuna Khadar ridge
area, while the weapon was
allegedly returned to Vivek,
police said.

The alleged weapon sup-
plier, Bhim Singh, was also
apprehended and claimed
that the pistol belonged to
his deceased brother,
police said.

The investigation also
revealed multiple UPI trans-
actions allegedly made by
Vivek Singh to one of the
minors suspected of firing at
Yadav. Police are examining

Man shot dead in Sonia Vihar, 7 arrested for 32 lakh contract Killing

the financial trail alongside
CCTV footage, witness
accounts and forensic evi-
dence to establish the roles
of all those involved.

Among the accused, Vivek
Singh reportedly has a law
degree and claims to be an
advocate. He also performs
religious ceremonies and
rituals as a priest and healer,
police said.

Maurya works as a super-
visor in the luggage depart-
ment through a private
vendor and has also worked
as a pizza delivery executive,
they said. Anand, a Class 10
dropout, had previously
worked as a food delivery
executive and had been
working with Singh for
around five months.

Bhim Singh works as a
cleaner at a private gym in
Kamla Nagar, while Nitin
works as a contractual data
entry operator in the
Education Department.

Nitin allegedly facilitated a
meeting between Bhim
Singh and Vivek Singh and
received money on behalf of
the former, police said.

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
B New Delhi

The National Capital Region
Transport Corporation
(NCRTC) expects approval
soon for two proposed Namo
Bharat corridors — Delhi-
Panipat-Karnal and Delhi-
Gurugram-Behror — as it
marks three years of opera-
tions of the regional rapid rail
service. Besides the two pro-
posed corridors, detailed
project reports for the
Ghaziabad-Jewar and Noida-
Faridabad-Gurugram corri-
dors are under preparation,
the NCRTC said.

The  82-km

Delhi-

Ghaziabad-Meerut corridor
has recorded over 4.5 crore
passenger journeys since its

launch in October 2023 and
currently serves more than 1.1

lakh commuters daily, the
NCRTC said on Sunday. It
recently recorded its highest-
ever single-day ridership of
around 1.68 lakh.

The NCRTC celebrated
three years of Namo Bharat
operations at an event
attended by Union Housing
and Urban Affairs Minister
Manohar Lal, Minister of
State Tokhan Sahu and
senior officials.

Addressing the gathering,
Manohar Lal said the rapid
rail service was usheringina
new phase of regional con-
nectivity and providing a
new dimension to urban
transportation.

He said better transport
connectivity not only
reduced distances between
cities but also linked people
with new opportunities and

supported economic growth.
Operations began on
October 20, 2023, with the
inauguration of the 17-km
priority section between
Sahibabad and Duhai Depot.

The remaining sections
were opened in phases, and
the entire 82-km corridor
was dedicated to the nation
by Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on February 22 this
year, along with the Meerut
Metro, it said.

According to the corpora-
tion, two more priority Namo
Bharat corridors — Delhi-
Panipat-Karnal and Delhi-
Gurugram-Behror — are likely
to receive the approval soon.

Two other corridors,
Ghaziabad-Jewar and Noida-
Faridabad-Gurgaon, are also
in the DPR stage.

The corporation has
undertaken initiatives to
improve multimodal con-
nectivity and first- and last-
mile access for commuters.

Itis also working on mea-
sures to improve the project’s
environmental and financial
sustainability, including solar
energy initiatives and the
development of a 110 MW
captive solar power plant,
itadded.

NCRTC Managing Director
Shalabh Goel said the organ-
isation had made substantial

NCRTC awaits approval for two proposed Namo Bharat corridors

progress towards its goal of
developing a modern, safe,
reliable and environment-
friendly regional transport
system.He also acknowl-
edged the support of
employees’ families in the
implementation and opera-
tion of the project.

The event also featured
the annual NCRTC awards,
with employees felicitated
for their performance during
the year, along with cultural
programmes.

NCRTC said it would contin-
ue to focus on providing safe,
comfortable and reliable
transport services to com-
muters across the region.
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Laal Hit party

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
B New Delhi

The ‘Laal Hit Janta Party’
held a members’ meet-up on
Sunday to discuss democra-
tic accountability, constitu-
tional values, national devel-
opment and responsible
public participation.

The meeting was held at
Malviya Smriti Bhawan on
pandit Deen Dayal
Upadhyaya Marg.

The outfit, apparently
named after a popular
insect-control brand, has
emerged as a satirical
counter to the Cockroach
Janata Party (CJP).

The gathering was
addressed by Laal Hit Janta
Party convenor Ayan
Bhatnagar and filmmakers
Richa Gupta, Pawan Nagpal
and Atul Gangwar, according
to a press release issued by
the organisation.

Regarding the C|P protest,

holds meet to push civic values

Bhatnagar reiterated his
opposition to the demon-
strations, emphasising the
importance of political
accountability, lawful demo-
cratic engagement and
scrutiny of public actions,
the statement said.

The organisation stressed
the importance of maintain-
ing independence and cred-
ibility of constitutional insti-
tutions, including the
Election Commission, amid
demands for the resigna-
tion of Chief Election
Commissioner Gyanesh

Kumar, the statement said.

It urged public debate on
electoral processes to be
guided by verified evidence,
transparent procedures and
constitutional mechanisms.

Italso highlighted nation-
al security, infrastructure
development, entrepreneur-
ship, digital services and
public welfare as key areas
for discussion. It emphasised
that measures to address
unlawful activities must be
implemented in accordance
with the Constitution and
applicable laws.

Cobbler slits labourer’s throat over
unpaid food bill in Jaitpur, arrested

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
B New Delhi

A 33-year-old cobbler has
been arrested for allegedly
slitting the throat of a labour-
er following a dispute over
repeated verbal abuse and
non-payment for food con-
sumed from his street cartin
southeast Delhi’s Jaitpur,
police said on Sunday.
Sandeep Ram, who also
ran a street food cart,
allegedly killed Sandeep
Kumar, 36, inside an aban-
doned shop in Shakti Vihar
late on October 15, police
said, adding that the body
was discovered the
following morning.
According to police, Kumar
had left his home around 9
am on October 15 for work
butdid notreturn. At around
11:30 pm, Ram allegedly

(-

encountered him near his
street-food cart, where an
argument broke out.

The accused allegedly
took a knife from his cart,
tied a gamchha (cloth)
around Kumar’s neck and
slit his throat before fleeing
to his elder brother’s resi-
dence in Jasola, police said.

A PCR call was received
around 7.15 am on October
16 about a body lying inside
an abandoned shop in
Shakti Vihar, Meethapur.

A police team reached the
spotand found Kumar with a

deep cutwound on his neck.
The crime team and forensic
science laboratory person-
nel inspected the scene, after
which the deceased was iden-
tified by his father, Raj Kumar,
police said.

During the investigation,
the accused was apprehend-
ed with the help of CCTV
footage, they said.

Police said the alleged
motive behind the murder
was that Kumar frequently
abused Ram and consumed
food from his cart without
paying for it.

The police have recov-
ered the alleged weapon of
offence, the knife, along
with the gamchha purport-
edly used in the crime. The
accused’s clothes were also
recovered from the
Tekhand Depot area in
Okhla, they said.
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